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do so will require substantial leadership and 
cultural change within the FAA. However, it is 
meant to serve notice upon FAA that we will 
not continue to tolerate the lax environment 
that has been allowed to develop over the last 
few years. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
working to pass this important legislation. 
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HONORING THE SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. KING of New York. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to acknowledge the Special Olym-
pics, an outstanding organization which pro-
vides 2.5 million children and adults with intel-
lectual disabilities an opportunity to participate 
in year-round, Olympic-style, athletic competi-
tions. 

July 20, 2008, will mark the Special Olym-
pics’ 40th anniversary. Thanks to hard work 
from thousands of dedicated volunteers, fami-
lies and athletes, the Special Olympics has 
grown from its humble beginnings in Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver’s Maryland home to over 200 
programs located throughout 180 countries. 
The Special Olympics provides its athletes 
with 30 Olympic-style games—varying from al-
pine skiing to bocce—and includes children as 
young as 8. 

In my home State of New York, the Special 
Olympics has a great tradition as one of the 
leading charitable organizations for the intel-
lectually disabled. For this, the New York Spe-
cial Olympics plays an irreplaceable role in the 
National Special Olympics Program. Today, 
New York is home to an astounding 43,000 
athletes who participate in over 400 Olympic- 
style competitions. 

The benefits of the Special Olympics go far 
beyond gold medals. The skills and relation-
ships built during the athletes’ participation 
give them the courage, self-confidence and 
ability to excel on and off the field. Not only 
does the Special Olympics serve the athletes, 
but also families, volunteers and communities 
who gain respect, tolerance, and under-
standing for persons with disabilities. 

I would like to thank the millions of volun-
teers, the organization of the Special Olympics 
and, most importantly, the athletes, for pro-
viding the world with an invaluable service. 
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IN HONOR OF SEAN D. TUCKER 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sean D. Tucker, an aerobatic pilot from 
Salinas, California, who this month joins the 
Wright Brothers, Neil Armstrong, and Charles 
Lindbergh in the National Aviation Hall of 
Fame in Dayton, Ohio. 

Tucker started out as a crop duster in the 
Salinas Valley before transitioning into air 
show routines, where—despite an early fear of 
flying—he has over 1,000 performances at 
more than 400 airshows under his belt. Per-
forming his stunts in his Oracle, a one-seat bi-

plane designed for him by his team, he is re-
garded as one of the world’s top civilian aero-
batic pilots, as well as a highly respected am-
bassador for the sport. In the 20,000 hours of 
flight time he has logged, Sean has created 
maneuvers with his plane that have never 
been replicated by another aerobatic pilot. His 
innovation and technique have led to numer-
ous titles, including the Championship Air 
Show Pilots Association Challenge 4 years in 
a row. Even with his accomplishments, 
though, his election to the Hall of Fame still 
took him completely by surprise. Said Tucker, 
‘‘I was so stunned I didn’t even tell anybody. 
I’m just this guy who likes flying upside down.’’ 

In addition to performing in front of millions 
of fans, Tucker founded the Tutima Academy 
of Aviation Safety, an institution committed to 
improving the standards of aviation safety in 
aerobatics as well as aviation in general by 
teaching seasoned and aspiring pilots the 
tricks behind completely controlling an aircraft. 
For his dedication to safety and unique flying 
style, Tucker has received all of the airshow 
industry’s highest honors, including the privi-
lege of being named one of the Living Leg-
ends in Aviation. He is also the only civilian 
performer ever to be allowed to fly in close 
formation with the Blue Angels and the Thun-
derbirds. 

Sean wants to continue his craft and be a 
role model to the community and aviation in-
dustry for as long as his body and plane allow; 
the day after the ceremony he will perform at 
the Dayton Airshow. Said executive director of 
the Hall of Fame Ron Kaplan, ‘‘He’s a real 
asset to the aviation community. Overall, he’s 
just a fantastic role model and ambassador for 
aviation, having performed for years and years 
for millions of people.’’ One of those he has 
inspired is his son, Eric, who works alongside 
him on Team Oracle. 

Sean, who was selected out of 200 nomi-
nees, will be introduced by his close friend, 
Joe Kittinger, a Vietnam prisoner of war who 
set a world record for parachuting in 1960. 

Madam Speaker, Sean Tucker is being hon-
ored by the aviation industry for an esteemed 
career and unwavering passion to test the 
boundaries of aerobatics. I wish to join the 
aviation community and the city of Salinas in 
honoring his dedication and accomplishments 
and wish him continued prosperity and safety 
in the future. 
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RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AC-
TIONS OF CHINESE INDIVIDUALS 
WHO HAVE BROUGHT RELIEF TO 
VICTIMS OF THE SICHUAN 
EARTHQUAKE 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to introduce a resolution that recognizes 
the actions of Chinese individuals and non- 
governmental organizations that have brought 
relief to victims of the Sichuan earthquake. 
The resolution also recognizes and encour-
ages a potential new era of openness by the 
Chinese Government. 

Following the tragic earthquake in Sichuan 
Province on May 20, we have heard and read 
accounts describing the generous response of 

thousands of individuals and hundreds of 
NGOs who have raised money, delivered food 
and tents, and provided direct hands-on as-
sistance to the survivors. Foreign journalists 
and China’s new generation of media have 
been granted unprecedented access into the 
earthquake stricken areas and reported on the 
quake with an intensity and professionalism 
once thought impossible. 

Contrast what has happened in China today 
with what happened following the Great 
Tangshan earthquake of 1976. The Chinese 
Government blocked foreign access and even 
tried to hide from its own citizens the tragedy 
that took the loss of more than 250,000 lives. 

There are many human rights concerns in 
China I share with my colleagues. Notwith-
standing these concerns, we need to recog-
nize and encourage actions that bring about 
positive change and plant the seeds of a bet-
ter civil society. I encourage my colleagues to 
support this resolution. 
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MEDGAR EVERS COLLEGE AND 
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST 
INDIES UNITE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to enter into the RECORD a July 8, 2008 New 
York Carib News editorial entitled: ‘‘The Path 
to Success in Education: University of the 
West Indies and Medgar Evers College Join 
Hands.’’ The partnership came about as a re-
sult of the CARICOM Conference in New York 
that brought together Caribbean heads of gov-
ernment as well as the titans of the New York 
City financial community. 

Medgar Evers and UWI have existing ties 
because of the similarity of the populations 
they serve. ‘‘UWI is a regional university serv-
ing the English-speaking Caribbean population 
and MEC is the college most closely associ-
ated with the Caribbean-American community 
within the CUNY system and the New York 
City metropolitan area.’’ The strong connection 
between the two universities will be mutually 
beneficial and it will give UWI, the most pres-
tigious institution of higher learning in the Car-
ibbean, tangible ties to an American university 
that can give greater opportunities for ex-
change in both university communities. 
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TRIBUTE TO ROCHESTER LADY 
ROCKETS SOCCER TEAM 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the Rochester Lady Rockets soccer 
team on their success in winning the cham-
pionship game of the Illinois High School As-
sociation Class A State tournament. 

Kelly Werthwien, Kelcie Kolis, Sarah Wright, 
Grace Capranica, Marissa Burge, Beth Fitz-
simmons, Kellse Sandercock, Amy 
Shackelford, Jessica Heaton, Jillian Sulcer, 
Mollie Edgecomb, Kassie McIntyre, Taylor 
Heissinger, Kelcee Walsh, Amy Cassiday, 
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